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We have completed our first week back at school and, despite the absence of the students on the
campus, it has had all of the hallmarks of a start to a term: busyness, excitement, laughter, and work.
What has been striking has been the overwhelmingly positive response from our students, whether in form

or mentor group informal chat sessions. They miss school and we miss them!
While we await clarity from the Minister of Basic Education about a return to school for our students, we
have followed regulations in our preparation for the opening of our campus. The set-up team has been
working under permit to ensure that we have the necessary safety measures in place and our
management team will be on campus next week to undergo safety and screening training, as well as to
put our health and safety plan through a thorough and practical test. Thereafter, our teaching staff will
return from 18 May and undergo training in preparation for the return of the first group of students. We
shall keep you informed of progress as we receive information.
There has been speculation and direct comment that some independent schools will be allowing a return
to school prior to 1 June. The Minister has made it clear in her statement that no date for a return has
been set as yet and that independent schools do not have the right to follow their own timeframes. Beware
fake news in these times!
We shall be sending a questionnaire to parents and senior students regarding their online learning
experiences towards the end of next week. Please allow your experiences of last term and, of greater
importance, of the start of this term to inform your responses, so that we can make any changes that will
assist our students and you.
Our calendar during lockdown will, of necessity, look somewhat different from the usual. For the moment,
we are issuing a calendar on a week-by-week basis, published in the Shout Out, and shall include events
as we have more certainty. We are in close liaison with other independent schools, and especially those
with whom we have enjoyed co-curricular contact in the past, to establish sporting events with a distance
and a difference, where skills and online competition form the focus of our interaction. Equally, we are
seeing our cultural programme adapt to continuous change with online debates and online visits to the
theatre, as examples. These will be scheduled on the calendar as they are confirmed.
The anticipated launch of our partnership with the Lesedi Outreach Trust has had to be postponed for
obvious reasons. Instead, the main focus of our Community Partnership will move to supporting the Steyn
City Foundation’s relief efforts in Diepsloot. The Foundation works together with Gift of the Givers and
significant corporate support and more details can be found on the Steyn City website at
https://steyncity.co.za/. Should you be able to assist, I assure you that your donations will make a real
difference to those whose lives have been devastated by the Covid-19 pandemic. For donations directly to
the Foundation, please use the bank account details that follow. Please e-mail your proof of payment to
zoe@steyncity.co.za and marketing@steyncity.co.za and please include your physical address in order
for a Section 18A certificate to be issued.
Steyn City Foundation NPC
Nedbank Account: 1141 117 967
Branch: Corporate Client Services
Brand Code: 109865
Ref: Surname C-19_SCS
Our other partnership initiative will centre on the provision of PPE to hospitals and will form part of our ongoing community awareness and the 67 Minutes for Mandela Day. Please address any queries that you

might have regarding the Steyn City Foundation or the PPE drive to Regan Nicholas, the Senior Deputy
Head in the College, at regan@steyncityschool.co.za.
May you have a safe and healthy weekend and celebrate Mother’s Day on Sunday with love and
appreciation.
Be safe. Be well.

CRICKET

Steyn City School congratulates Oluhle Siyo and Louise Kemp on their
selection to the Central Gauteng Senior Women's Squad for the 2020/21
season. We are extremely proud of these superb athletes and wish them luck
going forward!https://cglcricket.org.za/2020-2021-central-gauteng-lions-…/

REMOTE LEARNING IN ACTION

Please note that you may still register for Swim Academy or Learn-to-Swim
lessons. We shall commence lessons as soon as we are permitted to do so.

